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C O P Y R I G H T E D M A T E R I A L
T his special issue addresses the construction of ethnic identity among international transracial adoptees (ITRAs). Despite a sharp decrease in these placements recently, international adoptions between 2003 and 2013 totaled more than 300,000 worldwide; most of these placements were transracial. For example, in the United States, transracial placements account for 85% of all intercountry adoptions (Vandivere, Malm, & Radel, 2009) . Transracial placements typically involve White parents and Black, Asian, Latino, or Multiracial children. In sum, the population of adopted children and families today is more culturally diverse than is the overall population of children and families in most Western countries, making the study of ethnic identity critical.
Ethnic identity (EID), a multidimensional construct (e.g., Phinney, 1990) , reflects views of oneself and in relation to a specific ethinc group. As such, EID is deeply interwoven within the family and social relational network, with ongoing transactions between what is core to the individual and the contexts in which he or she exists (Bosma, Graafsma, Grotevant, & de Levita, 1994) . Most research about ethnic identity has focused on ethnic minorities; however, ITRAs live a very particular experience. Like immigrants, they find themselves within a cultural and ethnic context other than that of their birth. Yet, ITRAs join a new culture through a peculiar "migratory" process they experience alone rather than with similar or related others (Scherman, 2010) . Adoptees thus can find themselves alone in confronting the difficult task of how to integrate (a) identifying with their country of origin and (b) belonging to a new family and identifying with their family' s national culture. Moreover, their process of identity formation is embedded within a social context that often gives contradictory messages: They are treated by their adoptive family and others as if they are members of the majority culture (i.e., racially White and ethnically European) and yet stigmatized and treated as immigrants (Lee, 2003) .
The formulation of ethnic identity among ITRAs is further complicated by the task of developing an identity as an adopted person (Grotevant, 1992) . Ethnicity is a crucial dimension for adoptees' identity development, highlighting that adoptees must negotiate multiple identities into a coherent sense of self (Manzi, Ferrari, Rosnati, & Benet-Martínez, 2014) . Moreover, because the process of identity formation is developmental, it is important to understand ethnic identity at different points in the life cycle.
The definition of a positive ethnic identity is essential to the development of a mature and integrated personality and to the ability to confront stigma encountered in life. However, the intervening variables that could strengthen or undermine the relation between ethnic identity and psychological well-being are still largely unexplored. Moreover, several variables potentially influence the construction of ethnic identity, such as parental cultural socialization strategies, discrimination, and access to and knowledge of the birth culture, to name a few.
INTRODUCTION
This special issue contains studies that examine adoptees' ethnic identity and their well-being in family and social contexts. These studies report on ethnic identity among diverse ITRAs, at different ages, adopted into two countries, and using differing sample sizes and methodologies, including two community-based interventions. In sum, these studies represent an emerging focus on identity development in families where parents, as members of the dominant culture, face the task of helping children who are members of minority groups develop a positive identity. Moreover, they constitute a significant step, providing direction for future research and highlighting useful implications for policy practice.
